After only a few months’ work an appalling explosion
took place in November 1882 which resulted in the
deaths of 7 young workers, aged between 24 and the
youngest only 13 years old.
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SATURDAY,

DECEMBER 14, 1918.

{ugeaZ ~
My F. N. Powell, Lianclly, represented

‘aminer in “ X ” shed, to examine the

SHELL EXPLOSION |

CAUSE OF DEATHS OF THREE |
SWANSEA' WOME

The Lianelly Coroner (Mr W. W,
Brod‘n.) resumed the iuguiry at Pembrey
on Friduy inw the explosion tbal ue-!
rurred st &8 West Wales Faciory on Nov.

A8th, when three maunition workers were !

kiiled, their nameg being Mary F1iz.:
maurce, Jg, Sheilycrescent, dwaliovm;
Jane Jeakins, Washiogton-terrace, Luns
dore; and kdith B. Copham, 35, Mathéw. :
street, Swanees. Two others werc inm-|

tie Minkury of Munitions, and Mr. Uils
ditch appesred zor the Home Office. .

Colone| Sir Hilars Barlow, whu repre-
sented the Ministry of Munitions, said
ho had made an invesiigzation of the
disaeter. Lln & trolley and sround it were
the fraymenis of the carwridge cusos ot
turee rounds, &nd in the tubes oI the
vrolley itself three ehells uninjured. LThe
three cartridge vsces were mach torn, evi-
dently by irsgwments of the explosion ot
the fourth round which took place out-|
side the trolley. The propeilant contents
of the tiree cartridge cascs hsd burat
out without explosion, as would be es.
pocted, and tbe burning of this propel
lant would account for the violent roer-
ing noise after the sharp report refeired
to.

It was the duty of H. T'. Evane, an es-

rounds in oconjunction with two other
operatives, but,  according to Evans,

owing to shortage of men on the 18th |

ult,, ho wes in ehed “X,” and aleo as-
sisted in ubloading shells, und he had
told the two girls the difierence between
shrapnel and high exploeive shells, but
he bad not told them the difference in
the fuses they were likely to meet, and
he did not tell them ularly to see
that the cap was on No. 108 fuws. He
had, however, imstructed the girls o
bring any shell that they were in doubt
ubout to him. For the reasons slated al-
ready he did not think this, what he had
to call Bvans’ neglect, was any contribu-
tory causs to the accident, although it
might have heen. He was satisfied that
the panagement ‘had done all that could
be expectod of them to instruct the
chargewomen und foremen, who had
paseed on the information. He concluded
that the round fell to the foor while
boing bandled, and the sbsenca of the
safety cap wos more than sofficient to
cauee the explosion. ‘ .

The jury found that the decessed met
their death through the explosion of an
18-pounder k.e. shell in process of die
assembling. : '
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A brass badge was awarded to women
engaged in urgent war work. It was
triangular in shape.
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