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SITE GAZETTEER OF 10KM GRID SQUARES SN40, SN41, SN42 & SN43
For ease of handing the site gazetteers have been arranged into Ordnance Survey 10km grid
squares. Each gazetteer consists of one or more 1:50,000 maps showing the overall location of
each site followed by the individual entries for each site. Each entry comprises: a printout from
the Historic Environment Record, including a site description; where available a ground
photograph and an aerial photograph; and a 1:5000 map.
Some of the 1:5000 maps show details of the site plotted from cropmarks shown on aerial
photographs. These plots are supplied by RCAHMW Crown Copyright ©.

Index to the gazetteers of defended enclosures and related sites. Gazetteers are
arranged by 10km grid squares.

Map based on the Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 map showing the distribution of sites
in 10 km grid square SN40.
This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on
behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction
infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly
Government. License Number: 100017916. 2000

1396 Cae Gaer
PRN

1396

NGR

SN40500877

SITE NAME

CAE GAER

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

D

MAPSHEET

CONDITION

SN40NW

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A large, circular, hillslope enclosure, known as Cae Gaer. It has an average diameter of 160m
and encloses an area of approximately 2 hectares. In 1967 the Ordnance Survey recorded a
double bank on the north side separated by a shallow ditch, and a single bank on all other
sides with no outer ditch, plus a simple entrance on the west. The outer bank was recorded as
being approximately 0.5m in height. As a result of yearly ploughing the defensive banks are
now much reduced but the circular outline is still just visible as a slight rise on the ground,
although there is no indication of an entrance.
The site lies towards the summit of a high area of land on a seaward south-facing slope at
180m above sea level.
In 2007 the fields in which the enclosure lies had just been cut for silage.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking SW across ploughed out earthwork of circular enclosure.

Aerial photograph of 1396. Reference DAT AP86-74.27.

1:5000

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

1624 Moat Farm
PRN

1624

NGR

SN43720525

SITE NAME

MOAT FARM CAMP

SITE TYPE

PROMONTORY FORT FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

MAPSHEET

CONDITION

SN40NW

D

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A triangular shaped, inland promontory fort of 0.23 hectares that lies immediately behind Moat
Farm, Pembrey, at 10m above sea level. The promontory is formed by a sharp drop to the
stream Nant Cullen on the north and to the south a less sharp drop to an area of water. The
RCAHM describe the site in 1917 as having a bank 8ft (2.4m) high and 80ft (24.3m) long,
drawn across the promontory, 180ft (54.8m) from the point, and that in 1850 one half of the
bank had been removed and used to fill in the ditch which ran in front of the bank.
By 1967 the Ordnance Survey record that only a fragment of the bank survives. In 2007 this
fragment is approximately 3-4m high and 10m long. On the south it is cut in two by a track
way, and the northern half has been completely removed. A large mature oak tree is growing
on the top of the bank and large stone boulders can be seen protruding from the base of the
bank where it has been eroded away. The internal area has been entirely concreted over and
outbuildings and a stable constructed within it.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking S at remains of defensive bank.

Aerial photograph of . RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference .

1:5000

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

1638 Pembrey
PRN

1638

NGR

SN42980410

SITE NAME

PEMBREY

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

D

MAPSHEET

CONDITION

SN40SW

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A circular cropmark enclosure situated on flat land at 20m above sea level. On the ground it is
evident as a slight raised circular platform enclosing an area of 0.87 hectares. The raised
platform is approximately 0.5m high, with a faint suggestion of an outer bank, and in some
places a trace of an outer ditch. Several metres outside of the enclosure to the north and east
there are undulations that hint at outer banks and platforms, but no definite form can be
attributed to them.
To the southwest the modern hedge boundary follows the curve of the enclosure for a short
distance. In 2007 the adjoining fields in which the enclosure lies were under cultivation for
silage, and used for grazing.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking W at curving bank earthwork of defended enclosure, with slight
indication of outer ditch.

Aerial photograph of 1638. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference
DI2007_1715.

1:5000

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

1640 Bigin
PRN

1640

NGR

SN43780295

SITE NAME

BIGIN MAPSHEET

SITE TYPE

HOMESTEAD? FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Medieval?

SN40SW

CONDITION

C

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A small hillslope enclosure, of sub-rectangular shape located on a gentle west facing slope at
165m above sea level. The enclosure measures approximately 60m N-S and 50m E-W. HN
Savory (1954) described the site as a small single-banked hillslope enclosure with a simple
entrance on the south side. In 1968 the Ordnance Survey described the enclosure as a weak
sub-rectangular enclosure with, in its southwest corner, the fragmentary remains of a very
small stone building of two rooms. The enclosure and building appeared contemporary; of
possible 19th century date. The site was classified as a small steading.
Site access was not gained in 2007 but the enclosure lies in the northwest corner of a field
under pasture.
F Murphy October 2007
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This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

1645 Gareg Llwyd
PRN

1645

NGR

SN42180210

SITE NAME
CAREG LLWYD;GAREG LLWYD;GARREG
LLWYD;MYNYDD PEMBREY (WEST)
SITE TYPE

PROMONTORY FORT FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

CONDITION

MAPSHEET

SN40SW

B

SITE STATUS SAM
DESCRIPTION
A well-preserved Iron Age promontory fort, located on a west-facing spur with wide views on
three sides, at approximately 60 m OD. The spur consists of a natural rock outcrop that
provides a good defensive location. The enclosure is a sub-circular area of approximately 0.4ha
defended to the west and north by natural steep slopes, and to the east and south by bivallate
ramparts. At the western end of the interior area a flat face of rock slopes steeply to the south,
but the northern scarp is not so clear because of the growth of gorse and small oaks. However,
it is visible as a cliff from below.
The east and south defences are bivallate, and consist of an inner bank 1m high internally, 23m high externally; a ditch, and an outer bank 1-1.5m high externally. These ramparts follow
the shallower southern and eastern slopes, their terminals resting on the precipitous northern
and western slopes The ditches are best preserved on the east side, where the outer ditch may
be traced. The defences are covered with bracken, gorse and grass.
The entrance to the main enclosure is probably on the southwest, although its details are
unclear due to erosion and the presence of standing trees. Apart from the summit platform
and the south-eastern intervallar space, most of the enclosed area is extremely steep. Erosion
has been considerable- the upper southern slopes are bare rock. No traces of internal
structures are present.
It is intervisible with PRN 7648 (SAM CARM 221), which overlooks it to the east.
F Murphy 27 February 2008 - compiled from several sources

Aerial photograph of 1645. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference
DI2007_1718.
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This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

1648 Cencoed
PRN

1648

NGR

SN47800294

SITE NAME

CENCOED;CWM MAWR;CAER GLAS MAPSHEET

SITE TYPE

PROMONTORY FORT FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

CONDITION

SN40SE

D

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
Cencoed is an inland promontory fort situated on a spur of land at 100m above sea level
overlooking a loop of the Afon Cwm Mawr. To the north, west and southwest the site is
protected by steep slopes that drop c.20m to the river below. A single defensive bank protects
the easily approachable east side. This bank cuts across the promontory from NNE to SSW and
a simple entrance is at the SE end of the bank where it stops short of the edge of the steep
slope. The inner enclosure is oval in shape and measures approximately 70m E-W and 55m NS.
The RCAHM in 1917 recorded that local tradition placed a camp here, but could not themselves
find any evidence of an earthwork. However, the site is visible on aerial photographs and in
1967 the Ordnance Survey note that though the site is much spread by ploughing, the bank is
visible as a scarp 1.2m high. However, a report by AH Ward records that the bank survives to
a height of well over two metres on the south, with some traces of a ditch visible towards the
northern end. Also recorded in 1972 was a 4m section of stone revetting on the eastern side
near the entrance that the author suggests may be a modern addition.
Records of site visits made by Dyfed Archaeological Trust in 1985 and 1986 describe the
condition of the site as unchanged from that described by AH Ward, but the latest aerial
photographs taken by Toby Driver of the RCAHMW show the site recently ploughed and the
bank as a soilmark.
Unfortunately access to the site was not gained in 2007, but we were informed that the site is
under arable and is regularly ploughed.
F Murphy October 2007

Aerial photograph of 1648. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference
DI2007_1704.

1:5000

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

1649 Y Gaer
PRN

1649

NGR

SN45230150

SITE NAME

GAER Y

MAPSHEET

SITE TYPE

HILLFORT

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

CONDITION

SN40SE

C

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
This is a large defended enclosure situated on a hilltop at 60m above sea level, with far
reaching views across Carmarthen Bay to the south. To the south and west the ground falls
away sharply, but more gently to the north, where it is overlooked. A portion of the eastern
end of the enclosure has been removed by quarrying. The defences enclose an area of
approximately 135m E-W and 35m N-S.
In 1917 the RCAHM recorded Y Gaer as having partly bivallate defences. The average height of
the main rampart was recorded as 9ft (2.7m), and an additional outer bank was recorded at
the eastern end. An entrance was noted in the northeastern corner. During the 1960's the
Ordnance Survey recorded that quarrying had removed the eastern end of the enclosure,
including the entrance and outer bank, but that an entrance could be seen on the southwest
(although no description is given). On the steep south side a double scarp with a wide, flat
berm was recorded that gave the impression of a cultivation terrace.
At the time of the 2007 site visit the area was extremely overgrown with bracken and gorse
that made it impossible to walk across the site and assess its condition. It was possible to
climb the north slope and here the outer bank was visible but covered with bracken and fern.
However, it would appear that little has happened to the site since the 1960's.
The caretaker of the adjacent cemetery cuts down the overgrowth twice a year. The site is not
grazed.
F Murphy and R Ramsey October 2007

Looking SW towards tree covered promontory fort

Aerial photograph of 1649. Reference DAT AP86-72.3.
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This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

1650 Stradey Wood
PRN

1650

NGR

SN48590147

SITE NAME

STRADEY WOOD

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age?

C

MAPSHEET

CONDITION

SN40SE

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
Situated on a moderately steep east facing hillslope at 85m above sea level, this site was
recorded by the RCAHM in 1917 as a circular enclosure with a diameter of 250ft (76m). A
single rampart varied in height from 6ft (1.8m) to 10ft (3.0m), but a ditch was hardly visible.
They suggested that the entrance was on the south side but that it had been completely
altered, and had originally been approached from the north by a narrow track sunk between
high banks, the remains of which could be traced in the woods. A small stone summerhouse
built in the middle of the 18th century was located within the enclosure.
HN Savory (1954) records Stradey Wood as a small circular enclosure. During the 1960's the
Ordnance Survey records that the south entrance mentioned by the RCAHM is probably
modern and that a flattening out of the bank on the north side would appear to be the
entrance, which would correspond with the earlier suggestion that the enclosure was
approached from the north.
Dyfed Archaeological Trust visited the enclosure in 1985 and found the site so overgrown that
its boundaries were impossible to define. The small stone summerhouse was still visible as a
ruin. Local tradition states that this building was used as a musical retreat for one of the Lords
of Stradey.
In 2007 site access could not be gained because of the dense vegetation of deciduous trees,
scrub, bracken and gorse that covered the site, making it nearly impossible to enter the area.
The dense vegetation also obscured a number of mine shafts in the area, some of which by all
account had collapsed in recent years.
F Murphy and R Ramsey October 2007

1:5000

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

5781 Carnawllon Fawr
PRN

5781

NGR

SN48850988

SITE NAME

CARNAWLLON-FAWR MAPSHEET

SITE TYPE

PROMONTORY FORT FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

CONDITION

SN40NE

D

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
West of Carnawllon Fawr Farm is a small promontory fort created by drawing a ditch across the
narrow part of a rock projection that overlooks the valley below, It is situated at 85m above
sea level, and encloses an area approximately 40m by 75m. On the west and north of the fort
the scarp edge drops sharply to the Afon Gwendraeth Fawr. On the south and east the ground
is relatively flat. The site has suffered from the effects of ploughing over the years and in 1985
Dyfed Archaeological Trust recorded that on the south and east the bank and ditch had been
ploughed-out and were hardly visible. However, a bank and ditch were still recorded on the
northwest and west, and on the west what appeared to be stone revetting could indicate the
position of an entrance.
At the time of the 2007 site visit the National Grid Milford Haven to Aberdulais Natural Gas
Pipeline was undergoing construction in this area. The site visit found that the promontory fort
lay on the route of the pipeline and had largely been destroyed. The western section of the site
may have survived but at the time of the site visit it was under a spoil heap. Prior to
construction Cotswold Archaeology undertook an archaeological assessment in the area but no
archaeological features were identified (Cotswold Archaeology 2007).
In 1980 a Mr D Jones, a former owner of Carnawllon Fawr Farm, records that his grandfather
found several iron arrowheads in the bank above the ditch, but that they were not retained.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking NW towards possible remains of defensive banks.

1:5000

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

7324 Penlan Uchaf
PRN

7324

NGR

SN41300830

SITE NAME

PENLAN UCHAMAPSHEET

SN40NW

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Prehistoric?;Iron Age?

CONDITION

C

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
On Penlan Uchaf farm there exists a univallate circular enclosure on a south east facing slope
at 100m above sea level. The field in which the enclosure lies has been heavily ploughed. In
1978 the Ordnance Survey recorded that the enclosure bank was visible running around its
entire circumference, but that the ditch faded away as it ran down slope. In 2007 it was very
difficult to trace the outer bank on the ground, nor could a ditch be easily identified, apart from
a small area to the west where both an outer bank and ditch were still visible, as was a
suggestion of a counter scarp bank.
The internal area of the enclosure measures approximately 65m in diameter. An entrance
could not be identified. A standing stone stands 10m to the west of the enclosure.
The field in which the enclosure lies is under improved pasture. At the time of the 2007 visit
the field was under long grass that was just about to be cut for silage.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking SE - showing standing stone west of enclosure site

Aerial photograph of 7324. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference AP98505738.
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This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

7648 Court Wood
PRN

7648

NGR

SN42400210

SITE NAME

COURT WOOD

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

C

MAPSHEET

CONDITION

SN40SW

SITE STATUS SAM
DESCRIPTION
A univallate enclosure, of probable Iron Age date. The site is located some 250m east of
Garreg Lwyd (PRN 1645 ). It occupies a low knoll, reaching 90m above sea level, with wide
views overlooking the steep slope of the mountain on the southwest (including PRN 1645). The
knoll is approached by gently rising ground on the north but the defensibility of the site is
reduced by a small summit immediately to the east.
The defences consist of a single rampart enclosing the knoll (an area of 0.25ha.) with an
additional length of bank and internal ditch running tangentially to the main body of the
enclosure on the north-west. The enclosure rampart bank has an inner height of 1-1.4m and
an exterior height of 2-2.5m, and the ditch is traceable, especially to the east and north.
Dyfed Archaeological Trust undertook an excavation in 1977 prior to tree planting. At least 3
phases of structure were revealed. The latest, post bank phase, was an undated structure
consisting of a rectangular arrangement of postholes with associated paving. Below this was a
bank and ditch, for which there was no dating evidence. Below the bank was a sealed layer
containing occupation debris and a number of structural features. Charcoal from this deposit
yielded a radiocarbon date of 335 ¦ 45bc. To the rear of the bank were eroded traces of
occupation, including a setting of four postholes in a 3m square
The enclosure lies within two different areas of vegetation. On the east a section of the site lies
within improved pasture, where the northern bank is particularly well marked, but a larger
section adjoins a parcel of forestry on the west, although the site is itself not forested. Here
the interior and defences are quite overgrown with gorse, shrubby oak, brambles and bracken
F Murphy 27 February 2008 - compiled from several sources

Aerial photograph of 7648. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference
DI2007_1713.

1:5000

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

8457 Penlan Isaf
PRN

8457

NGR

SN40660816

SITE NAME

PENLAN ISAF MAPSHEET

SN40NW

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Prehistoric?;Iron Age?

CONDITION

D

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
This site is best observed using aerial photographs. One distinct univallate circular enclosure is
visible plus other undulations that may represent hut platforms or annexes, or perhaps
another enclosure. They lie within a field of improved pasture on a south facing slope on
Penlan Uchaf farm, at 130m above sea level.
In 2007 the site visit found that two circular enclosures appeared to exist on the ground
characterized by two circular depressions, in close vicinity to each other. The more westerly of
the two has in places an identifiable outer bank and ditch, predominantly on the northwest and
southeast. It has a diameter of c.50m. The enclosure to the east is much harder to accurately
trace on the ground.
In many places bedrock breaks through the ground surface and it is difficult to decide whether
the undulations on the ground are man made or natural.
The site lies within a field of improved pasture that is not regularly ploughed.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking E across site of ploughed out earthwork of possible defended enclosure

Aerial photograph of 8457. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference
DI2007_1724.

1:5000

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

46404 Llangadog Cropmark
PRN

46404 NGR

SN43200710

SITE NAME

LLANGADOG CROPMARK ENCLOSURE

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Cropmark

PERIOD

Prehistoric?;Iron Age?

CONDITION

MAPSHEET

SN40NW

D

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A cropmark enclosure identified from aerial photographs. It appears to be a roughly circular
shaped, univallate defended enclosure of circa. 80m diameter. In the centre of the enclosure a
sub-rectangular feature is visible on the photographs. There is no clear evidence of an
entrance. It has the appearance of a concentric annexe enclosure, if a little small in size and
rectangular rather than circular in shape.
In 2007 slight undulations were recorded on the ground, but essentially all surface traces of
the site have gone.

The site is located on a hilltop at 80m above sea level with extensive views in all directions.
The field is currently under improved pasture and is ploughed quite regularly. In 2002 a
Bronze Age palstave was discovered 470m to the north on the same farm.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking NE across possible defended enclosure situated on hilltop

Aerial photograph of 46404. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference
DI2007_1703.

1:5000

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

Map based on the Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 map showing the distribution of sites
in 10 km grid square SN41.
This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on
behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction
infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly
Government. License Number: 100017916. 2000

1655 Gelli Gaeros
PRN

1655

NGR

SN42221632

SITE NAME

GELLI GAEROS;PARC Y GAER

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

PERIOD

Iron Age;Roman

MAPSHEET

FORM Earthwork

CONDITION

D

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A rectangular single bank hillslope enclosure was recorded during 1917 by the RCAHM in a field
called Parc y gaer on the farm of Gelli gaeros. It was a rectangular enclosure measuring 250ft
(76.2m) by 150ft (42.72m), with a bank 5ft (1.54m) high. The entrance was not traceable.
In 1967 the Ordnance Survey surveyed the enclosure and reported that a ditch was visible in
the northwest, but by 1969 the Ordnance Survey record that a major portion of the earthwork
has been demolished.
In 2007 the site had all but been destroyed by new development and the construction of
concrete roads. The site would now lie within three different owner's land, but it is only a small
section that survives in the northwest corner of a field belonging to Dan y graig farm. Here the
southwest corner of the former rectangular enclosure survives as a low earthwork circa. 0.5m
high. It is in the correct position as suggested by the Ordnance Survey in 1967. No other
evidence of the former enclosure survives.
The surviving earthwork is located at 90m above sea level in a field of short grass used for
grazing horses. It has been suggested that it might be the remains of a Romano-British
homestead
F Murphy October 2007

Looking approximately W at remains of linear earthwork bank in corner of field

1:5000

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
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1656 Mynydd Cyfor
PRN

1656

NGR

SN43901722

SITE NAME

MYNYDD CYFOR

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE?

FORM Cropmark

PERIOD

Prehistoric?;Iron Age?

CONDITION

MAPSHEET

SN41NW

D

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A circular enclosure located on a hill slope, at 100m above sea level, that now lies within a
mature conifer plantation. It was first identified as a slight earthwork in 1946 and was thus
described as a circular earthwork surrounded by a ditch, the rampart being only a few inches
above the level of the ditch. Aerial photographs taken during July 1946, show a circular
enclosure approximately 60m in diameter, bivallate on the west, with two linear ditches or
banks circa. 70m long and 20m apart connecting it to another equally sized (though less
obvious) circular enclosure to the north. In 1967 the Ordnance Survey visited the site and
stated that the planting of conifers had destroyed the earthwork. Dyfed Archaeological Trust
attempted to locate the site in 1983 but found it impossible to see within the woodland. The
same conifer woodland still exists in 2007. The site was not visited in 2007.
F Murphy October 2007

1946 aerial photograph of 1656. Reference 106G Uk 1625 6083.
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1672 Castell
PRN

1672

NGR

SN49101990

SITE NAME

CASTELL

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Prehistoric?;Iron Age?

CONDITION

MAPSHEET

SN41NE

D

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
This defended enclosure of unknown size is located on the summit of a small hill at 80m above
sea level that lies just to the north of Pen y glogue Farm. Here the ground is very stony and
bedrock breaks through the surface of ground that falls away steeply to the north and south
but less steeply to the east and west.
Recorded in 1917 by the RCAHM, this site was described as an almost ploughed out oval
enclosure. The earthwork is marked 'Castell' on the 1865 1-inch Ordnance Survey map but
does not appear on the later 6-inch map. HN Savory (1954) recorded the site as an almost
obliterated single-banked hill-slope enclosure.
By 1967 the Ordnance Survey note that only vague traces of the enclosure survive, and in
2007 little evidence for any enclosure could be seen on the ground. Nothing has been
identified from aerial photographs at this grid reference.
The field in which the site lies is under pasture and is used for grazing sheep.
F Murphy October 2007

Ground photograph of
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8459 Garn Gano
PRN

8459

NGR

SN46941288

SITE NAME

GARN GANOL MAPSHEET

SN41SE

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Prehistoric;Iron Age CONDITION

C

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A univallate defended enclosure located within an area of former quarry workings and
limekilns. It is presumed that much of the bank and ditch on the east and north has been
destroyed by quarrying, so that what now remains of the circular enclosure sits on the edge of
the scarp slope of the old quarry that drops steeply to the ground below to the east and north.
The bank and ditch enclose a circular area in excess of 60m in diameter. On the west the bank
is at it's highest at circa 2m externally. The ditch is up to 4m wide and runs parallel with the
outer face of the bank on the south side, but is not so clearly visible on the west. There is no
evidence of an entrance.
The enclosure is located at 190m above sea level. The majority of it is situated within scrubby
woodland, apart from a small section on the southwestern side that lies in improved pasture.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking E at curving bank and outer ditch of enclosure

Aerial photograph of 8459. Reference DAT AP84-13.23.
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10739 Towy Castle
PRN

10739 NGR

SN40321415

SITE NAME

TOWY CASTLE

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE?

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Prehistoric?;Iron Age?

CONDITION

MAPSHEET

SN41SW

D

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
Situated on a west facing hillslope overlooking the Towy River, between 60m and 70m above
sea level, this defended enclosure is visible on aerial photographs of the 1950's as a ploughed
out earthwork. On the ground in 2007 there was some indication in the field of a raised central
circular area with a barely traceable outer bank and ditch on the east, that was not identifiable
anywhere else. It measures very approximately 80m in diameter. It has been heavily ploughed
in the past, and is currently under improved pasture. To the west the ground falls away quite
steeply to the river valley below but in all other directions the approaches to the site are quite
level.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking W across hilltop - possible defended enclosure site - with views over
Towy river

1955 aerial photograph of 10739. Reference – Meridian 240-210 27456 .
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1714 Allt Pant Glas
PRN

1714

NGR

SN42172596

SITE NAME

ALLT PANT GLAS

SITE TYPE

EARTHWORK;DEFENDED ENCLOSURE?

PERIOD

Iron Age;Medieval

MAPSHEET

CONDITION

SN42NW
FORM Earthwork

B

SITE STATUS SAM
DESCRIPTION
A large mound on the northern slope of Allt Pant Glas, between 120-130m above sea
level, situated on a natural hillock. Although it has been classed as a 'castle mound' it does not
appear a conventional earthwork of this sort, though it could have had a use as a lookout or
rampart of some sort. No obvious bailey earthworks are visible.
It is c.7m high with an irregular oval shape, presumably to take advantage of the natural
hillock; it is 20m in diameter east-west and 7m in diameter north-south. The ditch is visible
on the north and west, though only 0.2-0.3m deep, save on the southwest where it has an
external depth of c.5m, taking advantage of a natural fall in slope.
It does not hold an obvious defensive position. The slope may fall away steeply to the east, but
the fall is quite gentle on the west where the earthwork is also slightly overlooked.
It has been suggested by a Cadw field monument warden that in some ways it does have the
appearance of an Iron Age enclosure, as the high defensive bank is on the side overlooked by
the slope, and the ditch is rock cut.
The site is covered in mature woodland with conifers in the enclosure area.
F Murphy 27 February 2008 - compiled from several sources

Ground photograph of

Aerial photograph of 1714. DAT AP93-49.8.
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1719 Croes Arthur
PRN

1719

NGR

SN46602585

SITE NAME

CROES ARTHUR;CWMRHEIDDOL

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

C

CONDITION

MAPSHEET

SN42NE

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A large enclosure of some 1.3 hectares situated along a northwest facing scarp slope. It is
irregular in shape with a maximum length north to south of 185m and a maximum width east
to west of 84m. The interior is level and is surrounded on three sides by an outer bank. The
bank has an average height of 2.4m. On the long northwest side the enclosure is defended by
the scarp slope that falls away sharply to the stream below. In 1917 the RCAHM record that a
bank was visible along this edge.
Traces of an outer ditch 0.3m deep are visible at the northeast and southwest ends. However,
where a farm track runs along the southeast side any evidence of an outer ditch has been
destroyed.
According to the Ordnance Survey, who visited in 1976, there were traces of another bank at
the northern end, 0.7m high internally with a scarp 2.2m high and a berm 5m wide on the
outside, and an entrance on the southeast. They proposed that the irregular plan of the
enclosure suggested more than one phase of construction.
The site is currently under pasture, and is situated at 260m above sea level.
F Murphy October 2007

Aerial photograph of 1719. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference
DI2007_1705.
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1732 Caer Clungwyn
PRN

1732

NGR

SN41102347

SITE NAME

CAERAU CLUNGWYN MAPSHEET

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

B

CONDITION

SN42SW

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
Caerau Clungwyn is an unusual type of defended enclosure that utilises two parallel steep
slopes as part of its defences. It is rectangular in shape and is defended on the longer
northwest and southeast sides by steep natural slopes and on the narrower northeast and
southwest sides by a bank and ditch. The enclosure measures approximately 170m NE-SW and
70m NW-SE, and encloses an area of c.1.2ha. The northeast bank is best preserved and
reaches a maximum height of c.1.8m high externally, while the ditch is approximately 6m wide
and 1m deep. It is at the southwest end that there is the best evidence for an entrance, in the
west corner. However the gap has been widened in the past and this has obscured the original
character of the entrance. The steep slopes on the northwest and southeast, and the
southwest bank, are covered with trees and scrub.
There appears to be an internal cross-bank towards the southern end of the enclosure, running
SE-NW, and just to the south of this is a linear parchmark running parallel to it.
The site is located at 125m above sea level. It is currently under pasture and is not regularly
ploughed.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking SW towards western end of enclosure- trees and hedgerow define
position of enclosure bank. Ranging rod highlights drop in ground level west of
internal bank.

Aerial photograph of 1732. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference
DI2007_3291.
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1738 Llangunnor
PRN

1738

NGR

SN428202

SITE NAME

LLANGUNNOR I

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE?

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Prehistoric?;Iron Age?

CONDITION

MAPSHEET

SN42SW

U

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
In 1954 HN Savory identified an earthwork in this area for the first time, listing it as a small
contour hillfort, partly obliterated, but with traces of defences on the northwest and south
sides. Subsequent visits by the Ordnance Survey in 1966 and Dyfed Archaeological Trust in
1983 found no trace of an earthwork at this location. The site visit in 2008 found that a
concave circular depression, approximately 35m-40m in diameter, was visible on the ground at
this grid reference, but this was the only indication of a possible former enclosure.
In the past an aerial photograph of the area showing what may be a section of curving bank or
ditch (PRN 63963) was assumed to be the same site as that Savory described above. However,
in 2007 on closer examination it was discovered that it is approximately 150m southwest of
Savory's grid reference. It is possible that they are the same site and that Savory's grid
reference is incorrect, or that they are connected, or that they are two separate sites. It is not
possible to say which explanation is the most likely.
The two locations are situated on a northwest facing hill slope, at 70m above sea level,
approximately 150m apart, in fields under pasture.
F Murphy and R Ramsey 7 March 2007

Aerial photograph of 1738. Reference DAT AP89-134.15.
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1745 Merlin’s Hil
PRN

1745

NGR

SN45502150

SITE NAME

MERLINS HILL;MERLINS GROVE

SITE TYPE

HILLFORT

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

CONDITION

MAPSHEET

SN42SE

B

SITE STATUS SAM
DESCRIPTION
Merlin's Hill is a triangular Iron Age hillfort with a single massive rampart enclosing an area of
approximately 4 hectares, and a complex entrance and outwork system to the east.
It is situated on a hill that rises steeply on the southeast and, particularly steeply, on the
southwest and north, to a summit ridge that reaches a height of some 150m above sea level.
It has a flat-topped profile. Although basically univallate, the site (especially on the northern
side) has a double rock-cut scarp and ditch. The western edge has traces of an outer ditch,
which is also apparent in the heavily wooded areas that stretch intermittently along the
southern side. To the east there is a single massive rampart with hints of a ditch in places.
There are two entrances, one on the southwest and one on the northeast. The northeast
entrance is complex, flanked by a boss on the north and a sharp inturn on the south and
defended by a massive outwork.
The interior appears to have been ploughed heavily. Traces can be seen of a smaller internal
enclosure covering perhaps the northeastern two-thirds of the site, identified by a faint line of
inner bank. It incorporates a scarp on the north, and forms a faintly traceable break in slope
on the other sides. Today there are no surface indications of any houses.
The widening of two farm tracks in the 1980's provided the opportunity for Dyfed
Archaeological Trust to record sections through the defences. This showed that the hillfort was
of two phases: the main feature visible today and an earlier smaller enclosure of
approximately 1ha. An occupation layer that immediately pre-dated the rampart may have
been connected with the earlier enclosure. This layer provided two radiocarbon dates of
360¦60bc and 150 ¦70bc. There was no indication that the rampart itself was other than a
simple dump, perhaps with some form of revetment, of one phase only.
The enclosure is well preserved, set in pasture, with some scrub, and woodland to the south.
F Murphy 27 February 2008 - compiled from several sources

Aerial photograph of 1745. Reference DAT AP94-64.8.
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1747 Parc y Gaer
PRN

1747

NGR

SN47262499

SITE NAME

PARC Y GAER;PANT YR YSTRAD

SITE TYPE

PROMONTORY FORT FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

CONDITION

MAPSHEET

SN42SE

B

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
This is a promontory fort formed by a substantial bank and ditch drawn across a narrow hill
that projects into the angle formed by two streams that flow either side of the hill and unite at
its apex. It is located at 140m above sea level.
The bank is approximately 70m long and 3m high. The outer ditch is rock cut and c.3m deep
and c.3m wide. The entrance is at the southern end of the bank, and is formed by terminating
the bank about 9m from the edge of the slope that falls to the river below. The field boundary
fence runs parallel to the outer edge of the ditch, and has for many years cut off access to the
promontory fort, which may account for the good preservation of the bank and ditch.
The site is covered with trees and scrub, and it was not possible to view the internal area of
the enclosure.
F Murphy October 2007

Facing S looking along the rockcut outer ditch and inner rampart of promontory
fort

Looking SE back towards promontory fort - hedgeline lies along outer edge of
ditch
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8947 Parc y Gaer
PRN

8947

NGR

SN41402200

SITE NAME

PARC Y GAER MAPSHEET

SN42SW

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE?

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Prehistoric?;Iron Age?

CONDITION

C

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A possible ploughed out defended enclosure surviving as a length of bivallate ditch and bank.
It lies along a steep west facing slope, utilising the steep slope as part of the defences. It is
approximately 180m long and 30-40m wide from inner ditch to outer bank. It follows a
sequence of inner ditch, bank, then another ditch and outer bank. The inner ditch has been
infilled but is just visible as a vague depression in the ground. The inner bank is much
degraded but runs along a natural scarp slope that drops several metres to a level area
between it and the outer ditch and bank. This outer bank is c.2m high, and appears to have
been constructed from the shale bedrock excavated when constructing the ditch. Both banks
are covered with small trees and scrub.
There are no other earthworks or crop marks to indicate the full extent of the presumed
enclosure.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking N at remains of outer enclosure bank- exposed bank material of earth
and shale.

Looking SW towards internal area of enclosure between linear banks
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10733 Danycerrig
PRN

10733 NGR

SN42602545

SITE NAME

DANYCERRIG MAPSHEET

SN42NW

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Prehistoric;Iron Age CONDITION

C

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
The site of Danycerrig is situated on the summit of a hill at 180m above sea level, with
panoramic views in all directions. The site is divided into two sections by a modern field
boundary and it was to the eastern section that access was gained in 2007. The enclosure is
sub-circular in shape, c.80-90m in diameter, with an outer bank that reaches a maximum of
c.2m in height. There is little evidence of any ditch in the eastern section but it is possible that
on the northwest a section of ditch still exists, although the gorse and scrub overgrowth makes
it difficult to be certain. A simple entrance is identifiable on the east, where the approaching
ground is gently sloping. Elsewhere the ground slopes away much more steeply.
The internal area of approximately 0.7ha is quite level. Bedrock protrudes through the ground
surface in many places, and this may obscure the identification of any internal features.
Aerial photographs of the site show an outer circular earthwork to the southeast of the main
enclosure.
Danycerrig is situated in an area of rough pasture, and scrub that is used for grazing livestock.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking W towards eastern entrance to site

Aerial photograph of 10733. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference
DI2007_1708.
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11832 Llanlawddog Church
PRN

11832 NGR

SN45552935

SITE NAME

LLANLLAWDDOG CHURCH

SITE TYPE

ENCLOSURE

PERIOD

Iron Age?;Roman?

MAPSHEET

SN42NE

FORM Cropmark
CONDITION

D

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A simple square shaped enclosure visible on aerial photographs. It is approximately 40m
square and has no visible entrance. Aerial photographs show possible outer features but these
may be geological in origin.
Nothing was visible on the ground in 2007. The site is situated on flat ground at 110m above
sea level; it is overlooked to the north and south by higher ground. It is located within a field
of improved pasture.
F Murphy October 2007

Facing SW looking across cropmark site

Aerial photograph of 11832. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference
DAT AP84-35.5.
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63956 Tanerdy
PRN

63956 NGR

SN49382348

SITE NAME

TANERDY

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

D

MAPSHEET

CONDITION

SN42SE

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
This site was identified by Toby Driver of the RCAHMW during aerial reconnaissance on 17th
November 2005. The site is situated on a west facing spur of land at 130m above sea level,
with steep slopes to the north, west and southwest. It is easily approachable from the east and
northeast. It lies within a field under pasture.
In 2007 it was not possible to gain access to the site, but Toby Driver's description is as
follows: 'A denuded semicircular, univallate earthwork on west facing promontory at 130m OD,
with possible west-facing entrance facing downslope. The enclosure occupies an area of
grassland but is bordered to the south by improved pasture which may have removed any
traces of the complete defensive circuit.'
The aerial photograph would appear to show that enclosure survives at least as a slight
earthwork, and that it encloses an approximate area of 1.3ha.
F Murphy February 2008

Aerial photograph of . RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference AP2005_2385.
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63963 Llangunnor II
PRN

63963 NGR

SN42632013

SITE NAME

LLANGUNNOR II

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

PERIOD

Prehistoric;Iron Age CONDITION

MAPSHEET

SN42SW

FORM Cropmark
D

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
This site was identified during aerial reconnaisance in the 1980's. It appears as a
section of curved ditch on a northwest facing hill slope, at 70m above sea level. In the past it
has been assumed that it is a picture of the small, denuded contour earthwork enclosure that
HN Savory (1954) recorded in this area (PRN 1738). Site visits by the Ordnance Survey in
1966 and Dyfed Archaeological Trust in 1983 to the grid reference supplied by Savory found no
trace of an earthwork.
However, on closer examination in 2007 it was discovered that the cropmark enclosure on the
1983 aerial photograph is actually 150m southwest of Savory's grid reference. It is possible
that they are the same site and that Savory's grid reference is incorrect, or that they are
connected, or that they are two separate sites. It is not possible to say which explanation is
the most likely.
In 2007 access to the site was not gained. The cropmark enclosure lies within a field under
improved pasture.
F Murphy October 2007.

Ground photograph of

Aerial photograph of 63963. DAT Photo AP120-935.10.
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1776 Parc Castell
PRN

1776

NGR

SN41613630

SITE NAME

PARC CASTELL

SITE TYPE

PROMONTORY FORT FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

MAPSHEET

CONDITION

SN43NW

C

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
An inland promontory fort located at 170m above sea level, on a triangular spur of land two
sides of which drop steeply, northwest and east, to streams below. On the southwest the
ground is much more gently sloping. The site is divided into two by a modern field boundary
with the majority of the promontory lying northeast of the fence line in an area of trees and
scrub. The field to the southwest of the fence is under pasture.
In 1976 the Ordnance Survey describe the site as a probable Iron Age defended settlement,
having a curved bank 38m long, 10m wide and 2.4m high with traces of an outer ditch that
approximately follows the outline of the promontory. The promontory is approximately 56m
wide and 75m long. The curved bank is open ended on the southwest where the approach
would be across flatter ground. Here a faint trace of ditch is recorded lying across the opening
at right angles to both banks. The area enclosed would have been approximately 0.3 hectares.
In 1984 Dyfed Archaeological Trust recorded that most of the earthworks were bulldozed,
although a small section of bank remained in the southeast.
In 2007 no obvious earthworks were identified in the field southwest of the modern field
boundary. To the northeast of the fence line the area is very overgrown with small trees, scrub
and brambles. It was so overgrown that any remaining section of bank on the southeast could
not be viewed, nevertheless, where the vegetation could be penetrated a bank could be seen
running in parallel to and inside the fence line. It is possibly a consequence of the bulldozing in
the 1980's and it does not correspond to anything identified by the Ordnance Survey. It is a
maximum of c.1.5m high and 2.0m wide, and has small trees growing out of it. No trace of any
ditch was seen.
In conclusion it is a mutilated inland promontory fort whose internal area is overgrown and
inaccessible.
F Murphy October 2007

Facing SE within interior of promontory fort - looking at possible outer rampart

Facing SW from interior at possible outer rampart
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1777 Castell Pant y Ffynnon
PRN

1777

NGR

SN41553681

SITE NAME

CASTELL PANT Y FFYNNON MAPSHEET

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE?

PERIOD

Prehistoric;Iron Age CONDITION

SN43NW

FORM Earthwork
C

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
The remains of a circular enclosure that lie in the northeast corner of a field called Cae Castell,
southeast of the farm of Pantyffynon. It is situated on a gentle southeast facing slope, and is
visible as a circular depression 38m in diameter. There are traces of a spread bank 10m wide
and 0.2 to 0.4m high on the southwest side, but no trace of a ditch. A simple entrance appears
to have been on the southeast side of the enclosure where the land starts to slope gently away
to the river.
Castell Pant y Ffynnon is situated at 210m above sea level within a field of improved pasture.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking W across site - visible as a circular depression, with spread bank
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1784 Castell
PRN

1784

NGR

SN44873634

SITE NAME

CASTELL;BANC

SITE TYPE

PROMONTORY FORT FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

MAPSHEET

CONDITION

SN43NW

C

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
An inland promontory fort located at 150m above sea level on Banc farm, Pencader. It is
situated on a blunt-ended south facing promontory, c.90m long by c.90m at its widest,
enclosing an area of 0.5 hectares. Steep natural slopes falling to streams defend the site on its
east and west sides. To the north a single defensive bank approximately 1m to 2m high
defends the interior of the fort. There is now no trace of an outer ditch. The bank stops short
of the steep slope on the west to create a simple entrance c.10m wide.
The defensive bank has been severely damaged in the past. According to the owner, during
the 1950's the bank was built up towards its centre for the purposes of erecting a television
aerial on the site, which has since been removed. Livestock sheltering and feeding in the lee of
the bank has caused serious damage to it. No internal features could be identified.
The site lies within a field under pasture. Some gorse grows on the defensive bank.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking E along outer rampart
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10731 Cwmcathan
PRN

10731 NGR

SN42983675

SITE NAME

CWMCATHAM MAPSHEET

SN43NW

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE?

FORM Cropmark

PERIOD

Prehistoric;Iron Age CONDITION

D

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A circular, cropmark enclosure visible on an aerial photograph of the 1950's. The site is located
on a hill slope at 230m above sea level. The enclosure is approximately 100m in diameter. No
entrance is evident on the aerial photograph. In 1983 Dyfed Archaeological Trust recorded that
the earthwork stood to a height of c.0.5m, but by 1985 another site visit recorded no visible
earthworks. In 2007 there was no trace of any earthwork on the ground. This site is now
classified as an enclosure cropmark .
The field in which the site is situated is under arable, and is regularly ploughed.
F Murphy October 2007

Looking approximately NW across cultivated field - location of cropmark site

1955 aerial photograph of 10731. Reference – Meridian 240-230 24761 .

1:5000

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

1:5000

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. Welsh Assembly Government.
License Number: 100017916. 2000

1825 Yr Hen Gastell
PRN

1825

NGR

SN42084104

SITE NAME

HEN GASTELL YR

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

D

MAPSHEET

CONDITION

SN44SW

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
Yr Hen Gastell is a defended enclosure in a promontory position located on a knoll overlooking
the River Teifi, at 85m above sea level. In 1968 the Ordnance Survey recorded that a single
bank and ditch were visible on all sides except the side overlooking the river where the steep
natural slopes provided an adequate defence. The ditch had an overall height of 2.2m.
In 2007 the bank has been much reduced and there is only a faint trace of a ditch. On the east
there is very little trace of either a bank or ditch. Although according to the current owner the
site has not been ploughed for the 11 years of his ownership, efforts appear to have been
made in the past to flatten the earthworks. On the southeast, where the bank is still visible,
the site is showing signs of erosion and of slippage downhill.
The scarp slope to the north and west is overgrown with trees and shrubs but the site is under
pasture and is used for grazing horses.
F Murphy October 2007

Facing W looking across summit of site

Looking N at remaining trace of outer ditch
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1823 Craig Gwrtheyrn
PRN

1823

NGR

SN43324027

SITE NAME

CRAIG GWRTHEYRN;CAER GWRTHEYRN

SITE TYPE

HILLFORT

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

CONDITION

MAPSHEET

SN44SW

B

SITE STATUS SAM;ACK
DESCRIPTION
A very fine example of a multivallate hillfort that occupies the summit of a rocky spur, at some
150m above sea level. It lies on the south side of the Teifi valley, and commands an extensive
view of the river channel. The area enclosed is approximately 1.5ha, and has a surface much
broken by outcrops of rock. No obvious internal features have been identified.
On the north, west and east sides the slope of the hill is very steep, and the fort is defended
by a slight bank only 0.7- 1m high internally, c.2m high externally. A level area some 2m wide
may represent the position of an external ditch, although there are clear traces of a possible
external ditch or second scarp as one moves southwards from the eastern corner. No ditch
was necessary on the northeastern side of the fort, where the hillside is so steep.
The gentler southwestern side, however, is defended by a magnificently well-preserved series
of ramparts and ditches around an entrance. Here, at their highest, the ramparts reach a
height of 4.2m. The entrance consists of two large ramparts, whose intervening spaces are
flat terraces. The ends of the outer rampart on either side of the entrance passage are slightly
incurved.
Outside these ramparts and ditches on the southwestern side Gardner, in 1932, identified the
remnants of a chevaux-de-fris. At that time he noted that it was formed of more or less
pointed stones, some 0.6m high, inserted upright in the ground. By 1968 the Ordnance Survey
reported that little remained of this feature.
An additional outer scarp on the west is just visible, and there are a number of scarps in the
wood on the east, which may be part of the hillfort defences. Around the northern angle of the
hillfort are visible traces of what may be the scarp of an additional ditch beyond that belonging
to the main rampart.
The interior is grass covered, with some bracken on the north and northeast. Bracken and
short grass cover the banks, and the steep sides are wooded. The entrance is also wooded but
so sparsely that the banks and ditches are clearly visible, and covered with short grass.
F Murphy 27 February 2008 - compiled from several sources

Aerial photograph of 1823. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference
DI2007_1709.
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1829 Castell Pant y Fen
PRN

1829

NGR

SN46164015

SITE NAME

CASTELL PANT Y FEN MAPSHEET

SITE TYPE

DEFENDED ENCLOSURE

FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

C

CONDITION

SN44SE

SITE STATUS
DESCRIPTION
A small, 'D-shaped' defended enclosure whose long straight side sits on the edge of a steep
northwest facing slope, at 90m above sea level, situated above the bank of the River Teifi. In
1968 the Ordnance Survey recorded that the site was a univallate enclosure, with a bank 2.9m
high and a ditch 1m deep clearly visible on the east and southwest. On the northeast and
southwest the curving bank terminated where it met the steep slopes that lead down to the
river below. The entrance was on the southeast and was approximately 10m wide.
In 2007 the condition of the enclosure remained unchanged from that recorded above. The site
is covered with woodland, and the landowner has fenced off the site from the pasture field
that surrounds it.
F Murphy and R Ramsey March 2008
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1830 Castell Pyr
PRN

1830

NGR

SN46904001

SITE NAME

CASTELL PYR MAPSHEET

SITE TYPE

PROMONTORY FORT FORM Earthwork

PERIOD

Iron Age

CONDITION

SN44SE

B

SITE STATUS SAM
DESCRIPTION
Castell Pyr is a fine example of a promontory fort. It occupies a westward-facing promontory
(reaching some 120m above sea level) overlooking the confluence of the river Teifi and the
stream Nant-Cwm-du. The steepest slopes are those to the Teifi to the north where there are
no obvious defences. A road bisects the internal area of the enclosure. The area to the west of
the road appears to have been levelled in the past and nothing remains apart from the steep,
south-west facing scarp above the Nant-Cwm-du.
To the east of the road, the remains are much more substantial. An inner bank, about 2m
high, joins the line of the scarp on the southwest and may indicate an original enclosure.
Running parallel to it to the east is a much larger outer bank, 3 - 4m high and a substantial
outer ditch. In 1968 the Ordnance Survey recorded the outer bank as 8m high and the outer
ditch as 3.4m deep, so substantial erosion and infilling has taken place between then and the
present day. Both banks stop short of the scarp at the northern end, which may indicate the
position of an entrance.
Currently the majority of the site is under improved pasture, apart from that section that falls
within the grounds of Castle Pyr Cottage to the south.
F Murphy 27 February 2008 - compiled from several sources

Aerial photograph of 1830. RCAHMW Crown Copyright © reference
DI2007_1707.
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